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THIS  portrait  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  made 
from  a  duplicate  negative,  is  taken  from 
a  brochure  prepared  by  Rand  McNally 
&  Co.,  publishers  and  map  makers,  in  ob- 
servance of  their  centennial  this  year.  The 
original  photograph  was  made  in  I860 
by  Alexander  Hesler  of  Chicago.  Unlike 
practically  all  other  Lincoln  portraits,  the 
face  is  absolutely  unretouched. 

In  the  brochure,  Paul  M.  Angle,  director 
of  the  Chicago  Historical  Society,  which 
owns  the  negative,  says:  "Most  photo- 
graphs of  Lincoln  have  been  copied  and 
recopied  so  often  that  the  true  appear- 
ance of  the  man  has  been  lost.  .  .  .  This 
picture  .  .  .  shows  him  as  he  was. 


...and  as 
a  sculptor 
sees  him 


ANOTHER  likeness  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
being  hailed  as  accurate  is  this  new  head 
by  Carl  Tolpo  of  Barrington.  Tolpo 
studied  photographs  and  masks  of  Lin- 
coln for  20  years  before  completing  the 
bust. 

Harry  E.  Pratt,  historian  at  the  Illinois 
State  Historical  Library,  Springfield,  says, 
"We  have  had  nothing  but  compliments 
.  .  .  since  it  was  placed  on  exhibit  in  the 
Henry  Horner  Lincoln  Room.  It  seems 
to  me  that  only  a  few  sculptors  are  able 
to  do  Lincoln  so  that  he  appears  like  the 
man  we  see  in  photographs.  I  think  Carl 
has  his  measurements  accurate  and  has 
produced  an  amazing  likeness." 
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Accepts  Bronze  Lincoln  Head 


Wash  ington,  May  20— A 
brooding  Lincoln  gazes  again  at 
the  stage  of  Ford's  theater 
where  the  President  was  fatally 
shot  more  than  104  years  ago. 

A  massive  bronze  head  of  the 
Civil  war  President  sculpted  by 
an  Illinois  man  was  formally 
accepted  today  by  the  federal 
government  for  permanent 
exhibit  in  the  theater  which 
was  restored  and  reopened  last 
year. 

Carl  Klein  of  Chicago,  an 
assistant  interior  department 
secretary,  received  the  head 
"of  a  son  of  Illinois  by  a  son  of 
Illinois"  on  behalf  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

Made  in  Barrington 

Carl  Tolpo,  67,  of  Barrington, 
111.,  the  sculptor,  explained  that 
"for  creative  integrity  there  is 
no  better  subject  than  Lincoln." 

Tolpo,  who  worked  on  the 
3-foot-high  head  off  and  on  for 
20  years,  also  has  two  smaller 
Lincoln  heads  on  display  in  the 
Illinois  State  Historical  library 
in  Springfield  and  a  larger  one 
at  Barrington  High  school. 

Nine  portraits  by  him  of 
Illinois  political  leaders,  the 
latest  a  likeness  of  State  Sen. 
J.  Russell  Arrington  [R.,  Evans- 
ton],  president  pro-tem  of  the 
Senate,  hang  in  the  Illinois 
state  capitol  at  Springfield. 
Donors  Are  Listed 

Another  greup  of  Illinois 
residents  was  lauded  by  Tolpo 
and  Klein.  These  are  sponsors 
who  made  possible  completion 
of  the  head  which  reposes  on  a 
black  marble  pedestal  at  the 
rear  of  the  theater's  dress 
circle. 

Honored  on  a  silver  plaque  as 


Carl  Tolpo's  bronze  of  President  Lincoln. 


donors  of  $1,000  each  are  Dr. 
Floyd  Cannon,  Waukegan;  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  H.  Danyluk, 
Chicago;  Donald  R.  Grimes, 
Evanston;  Ralph  Huck  of  Chi- 
cago; and  Tony  Piet,  Chicago. 

Others  include  Basil  Pyshos, 
Chicago;  Roger  L.  Severins, 
Chicago;  Frank  J.  Schneider, 
Barrington;  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lyman  M.  Simpson,  Barring- 
ton; A.  Rush  Watkins,  Chicago; 
and  Francis  C.  Woolard,  Kenil- 
worth.  Donors  also  included 
Clarence  T.  Tolpo,  Beaumont, 
Tex.,  a  brother  of  the  sculptor, 
and  Norman  Tolpo,  a  nephew, 
also  of  Beaumont. 

The  major  contributor  to  the 
project  with  $15,000  was  the  W. 
Clement  and  Jessie  V.  Stone 
Foundation.  Stone,  of  Evanston, 
is  president  of  the  Combined 


Carl  Tolpo 

Insurance    C  ompany    of 
America. 

Ford's  theater,  a  magnet  of 
relaxation  for  Lincoln,  is  a 
restoration  gem  in  red  and 
ivory  with  cane  bottomed  seats. 
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Lincoln's  spirit  lives  in  bronze 

By  James  Fuller  Daily  Herald  Staff  Writer 

Posted  on  February  13,  2002 


At  42  inches  tall, 
Barrington  High  School's 
bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
has  been  cited  by  Lincoln 
historians  as  one  of  the 
top  five  depictions  of  the 
16th  president  in  the 
nation. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the 
sculpture  was  rededicated 
as  a  part  of  the  school  to 
remember  the  man. 
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The  sculpture  has  sat  in  storage  the  past  two  years  while  the  school 
renovated  its  parking  lots. 

But  that's  a  small  time  frame  considering  the  bust  was  20  years  in  the 
making. 

CajfTTolpo  was  a  Barrington  resident  in  the  mid-1950s.  Tolpo  was  an  artist 
who  considered  Lincoln  his  guru. 


"He  would  often  quote  Lincoln  to  the  family, 
widow,  Lily.  "Right  makes  might." 


said  Tolpo's  84-year-old 


Her  husband  had  nearly  completed  the  sculpture  when  the  village  of 
Barrington  began  to  show  an  interest  in  the  piece,  she  said.  At  that  point,  a 
citizens  group  came  together  to  raise  $5,000  to  have  the  original  bronze 
casting  of  the  sculpture  stay  in  Barrington. 

Two  other  castings  can  also  be  seen  at  the  Lake  County  Building  in 
Waukegan  and  in  the  mezzanine  at  the  Ford's  Theatre  in  Washington,  D.C., 
where  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 

The  community  liked  it  so  much,  Tolpo  said,  people  talked  of  making  it 
Barrington's  centerpiece,  but  after  further  discussion  it  was  decided  the  bust 
would  have  the  most  value  to  the  high  school. 


http://www.dailyherald.com/main_story.asp?intid=37300433 


2/13/2002 


Daily  Herald:  Suburban  Chicago's  Information  Source  Page  2  of  3 


"Our  art  has  to  be  significant  to  a  community,"  Tolpo  said.  "We  have  to 
make  it  mean  something  in  a  positive  sense." 

Apparently  at  least  one  Barrington  High  School  student  objected  to  the 
appearance  of  Lincoln  on  campus  and  shattered  a  glass  soda  bottle  filled 
with  paint  on  the  sculpture  shortly  after  it  was  dedicated,  Tolpo  said. 

The  statue  was  cleaned  up  and  stood  as  a  reminder  of  Lincoln's  values  in  the 
community  from  the  day  it  was  dedicated,  Nov.  23,  1958,  until  just  a  few 
years  ago. 

Present  at  the  original  dedication  were  local  celebrities  Wright  Catlow, 
founder  of  the  Catlow  Theater,  and  Wilson  McCoy,  creator  of  "The 
Phantom"  comic  strip. 

Lily  Tolpo  said  her  husband  tried  to  reflect  Lincoln's  character  in  his  own 
life.  Carl  Tolpo  was  one  of  the  leading  protestors  of  the  Chicago  Picasso 
sculpture  at  the  Daley  Plaza  in  downtown  Chicago. 

In  fact,  it  was  when  Tolpo  was  denouncing  Picasso's  style  as  "grotesque"  at 
an  exhibition  in  1939  that  Lily  met  her  future  husband. 

"There  was  a  crowd  gathered  in  one  spot,  and  I  asked  some  people  what  was 
going  on,"  she  recalled.  "They  told  me  there  was  a  guy  talking  about 
Picasso's  work  and  when  the  crowd  dissipated  there  he  was,  Carl  Tolpo 
lambasting  Picasso.  And  the  more  he  talked,  I  said,  you  know,  he  makes 
sense.  I  was  mesmerized." 

That  connection  led  to  a  happy  marriage  until  Carl  Tolpo's  death  in  1976, 
just  prior  to  his  completion  of  the  Lincoln  piece  for  the  Lake  County 
Courthouse.  Lily  would  finally  finish  the  piece  herself  in  1996,  by  providing 
two  bas  relief  friezes  for  the  pedestal  the  head  sits  on. 

She  will  once  again  lend  her  hand  to  completing  one  of  her  husband's  pieces 
in  recreating  a  plaque  for  Barrington's  sculpture  for  the  communitywide 
rededication  sometime  this  April. 

The  plaque  will  feature  insight  into  the  character's  of  both  Lincoln  and  her 
husband. 

"I  think  Lincoln  would  appeal  to  the  people,  not  the  intellectuals  necessarily, 
but  those  who  know  the  reality  of  cause  and  effect,"  said  Tolpo  of  her 
husband's  idol. 

"Carl  Tolpo  was  not  an  ordinary  person,"  she  added.  "He  didn't  want  to  be 
great,  but  he  admired  people  who  achieved  or  did  great  things." 

Lincoln:  New  dedication  set  for  bust  of  16th  president 
http://www.dailyherald.com/main_story.asp?intid=37300433  2/13/2002 
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